GE Area 4 Assessment
Semester: Spring 2020
GELO: Understand artistic expression and the role of art in culture, history, and social critique.
Method of Assessment: Analysis of activities across multiple semesters in ARTH 105, 106, 118, 130, 135, ARTS 100, 101 102, 112, ENGL 121, 123, 213, 214, 215, 216, HUMA 100, 112, 113, 125, 151, 160, MUSI 110, 112, 114, 121, 122, SPAN 111, 120, 121, 240, 241, 280, FILM 100, 110, 125,  THEA 100, 105, 215
Criteria: 70% of students will earn a 70% or higher on the activity

Results
Quantitative: 82% average on activities across courses over 5 years
Reflections:
Student activities for this GELO include essays, narratives, creative visual projects (drawing, collage, painting), interpretive and reinterpret work with current culture/experiences, interrogating adaptations, performing as teachers, and role playing
Introductory courses foster critical thinking, analysis, evaluation techniques, and collaboration.
Students demonstrated their understanding of artistic expression and the role of art in culture, history, and social critique through their abilities to decipher images and the messages that are being communicated, recognizing big themes, seeing symbolism, representations through archetypes, theoretical lenses, and recognizing popular pieces and artistic expression in holidays. They displayed strengths during presentations, scene work, kinesthetic activities, and group projects. Students understanding increased throughout the course and they successfully applied this understanding to their own creative work.
Students were more challenged when asked to communicate specifics, often lacking language or vocabulary during critique. They had difficulties articulating why/what elements are contributing to the message with limited awareness of analytical processes. It was difficult for students to envision themselves as scholars/academics, to find relevance to current culture and/or diverse cultures. Many students had limited background in fundamentals when starting college coursework.
Future GE assessment could include ARTH 110, ARTH/PHOT 180, ENGL 158, 224, 228, 231
Planned Action
Instructors intend to incorporate more examples from other cultures and narratives into instruction.
Professional development activities that would help student success: cross-disciplinary dialogue in a facilitated environment around bringing in more diverse cultures, CoP focused on this GE area, more student survey data, and institutional support for collaborative work(themes)
Other needs: more loaner laptops and hotspots for students, increased investment in classroom technology/instructor technology resources, flexible mindset/approach to resource allocation, more support for the Writing Success Center workshops (targeted toward multi-discipline reading strategies), opportunities for field trips

